THE INVENTION OF TYPOGRAPHY

1440-1456

JOHN GUTENBERG invented printing before
the middle of the fifteenth century. Typography
is a more correct term, for what he did was to
construct the apparatus for making movable metal
letters or type and for using these to produce many
copies, all alike, of a book.

Gutenberg was a native of Mainz, whose youth-
ful activity in local politics led to his retirement to
Strassburg, where his experimental work on the in-
vention was done. There, according to the testi-
mony of witnesses in a lawsuit in 1439, Gutenberg
produced something, the precise character of which
he kept secret, but which he was able to sell. Ten
years later a Mainz banker, Johann Fust, became
interested in the invention and provided money to
pay for the paper, wages, and other things required
to produce copies of a large Bible. This was com-
pleted before August 15,1456, for on that date the
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